
SHRI REBA KANTA MAHANTA

 Shri Reba Kanta Mahanta, the Sattradhikar of Khatpar Sattra, Sibsagar, Assam is known for 
dedicating his life in the services of sattras and Sattriya Culture and occupies a distinguished place in 
Satriya mask making and promoting Mukha Bhaona (a dance drama where the actors play their roles 
wearing mask).

2. Born on 19  April, 1935, Shri Mahanta learnt the art of making masks and performing  th

Mukhabhaona from his sattradhikar father. He took initiative to establish Hahchara Girls' High School 
and retired as a Head Master in 1996. He served the District Sattra Mahasabha as General Secretary for 
27 years and President for 2 years. He is life time member of Asom Sahitya Sabha and Satra Mahasabha. 
He has written many articles on religion, culture and mask making in various newspaper, magazines 
and souvenirs.

3. Shri Mahanta has established a unique museum in his own Satra campus which reflects the  
artefacts, musical instruments and masks etc. related to Satriya Culture and this museum attracts the 
footfalls of different visitors and tourists from different places of the state and country and even from 
abroad also. His artistic creations are also being displayed and demonstrated in different institutes, 
museums and universities etc. In 1989 on invitation of Craft Council of India, he took part in Exhibition 
cum Workshop at Eden Garden, Kolkata about mask making and its uses and from the exhibition 5 
masks were taken to distant Russia and Japan to preserve in their museums. His masks were procured 
by Indian Museum, Kolkata; National Museum, Washington and IGNCA, New Delhi for preservation in  
their respective museums. In 2016, Tezpur Central University procured one huge mask of Narasingha 
(Bormukha) for demonstration and preservation in its museum. In 2017 by using different types of 
masks, he built a Welcome Gate at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport, Guwahati which 
wore a global look at that time. In 2018, Australia procured 2 masks for demonstration and preservation 
in their museums.

4. As an expert master artist and instructor, Shri Mahanta showcased his performances and  
conducted different workshops in different parts of the country such as “Ram Vijoy” Bhaona in Delhi and 
Vrindavan (1975); NE India cultural function (1976); Khol- Ba Don and Chordhora Bhaona in All India 
Radio, Dibrugarh (1998); at Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra (SSKS), Panjabari, Guwahati, Assam 
(1999). In 2004, he was invited to International Ramayana Festival, Trivendrum and demonstrated two 
Ankla Bhaona viz. Kiskindhya Kanda and Sundara Kanda. In 2010, he performed Shyamantaharan 
B  haona and demonstrated masks in the Commonwealth Games Festival held in New Delhi. In 2013, he 
demonstrated various Mukhas in the Independence Day celebration at Guwahati on invitation of Hon'ble 
Chief Minister, Assam. In 2003, he represented Assam in the Republic Day parade with the mask making  
tableau and cultural performance and bagged second prize for the state of Assam.

5. Shri Mahanta has been honoured by Government of Assam and Government of India with  
various awards. In 2003, Government of Assam awarded State Award for Excellence in Handicrafts. In 
2008, he received Shilp Guru Award from Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. In 2015, 
Government of India honored Sangeet Natak Academy Award for his excellence and pioneering works. 
Government of Assam awarded Bishnurabha State Award in 2019 for excellence in mask making. In the 
long span of his life, at the age of 90 years he has received felicitation and encouragement from more 
than 100 organizations. 

Padma Shri



 vle ds f'kclkxj fLFkr [kVij l=k ds l=kfèkdkjh Jh jsodkar egUr dks viuk thou l=kvksa vkSj l=h;k laL—fr 
dh lsok esa leÆir djus ds fy, tkuk tkrk gS rFkk og l=h;k eq[kkSVk fuekZ.k vkSj eq[k Hkkoksuk ¼,d u`R; ukVd ftlesa 
vfHkusrk eq[kkSVk igudj viuh Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gSa½ ds çpkj&çlkj esa fof'k"V LFkku j[krs gSaA

2-  19 vçSy  1935 dks tUes  Jh egUr us vius l=kfèkdkj firk ls eq[kkSVs cukus vkSj eq[k Hkkoksuk djus dh dyk lh[khA ] ]
mUgksaus gkpjk xYlZ gkÃ Ldwy dh LFkkiuk dh igy dh vkSj o"kZ 1996 esa gsMekLVj ds in ls lsokfuo`Ùk gq,A mUgksaus 27 o"kks± rd 
ftyk l=k egklHkk ds egklfpo vkSj 2 o"kks± rd vè;{k ds :i esa dk;Z fd;kA og vle lkfgR; lHkk vkSj l=k egklHkk ds 
vkthou lnL; gSaA mUgksaus fofHkUu lekpkj i=ksa] if=dkvksa vkSj Lekfjdkvksa esa èkeZ] laL—fr vkSj eq[kkSVk cukus ij dÃ ys[k 
fy[ks gSaA

3-  Jh egUr us vius l=k ifjlj esa ,d vuwBk laxzgky; LFkkfir fd;k gS ftlesa l=h;k laL—fr ls lacafèkr dyk—fr;ka] 
laxhr ok|;a= vkSj eq[kkSVs vkfn çnÆ'kr gSa vkSj ;g laxzgky; jkT; vkSj ns'k ds fofHkUu LFkkuksa vkSj ;gka rd fd fons'kksa ls Hkh 
fofHkUu vkxarqdksa vkSj i;ZVdksa dks vkdÆ"kr djrk gSA mudh dykRed —fr;k¡ fofHkUu laLFkkuksa] laxzgky;ksa vkSj foÜofo|ky;ksa 
vkfn esa fn[kkÃ tk jgh gSa vkSj mudk  çn'kZu Hkh fd;k tk jgk gSA o"kZ 1989 esa] Hkkjrh; f'kYi ifj"kn ds fuea=.k ij] mUgksaus 
eq[kkSVk fuekZ.k vkSj blds mi;ksx ds ckjs esa ÃMu xkMZu] dksydkrk esa çn'kZuh lg dk;Z'kkyk esa Hkkx fy;k vkSj çn'kZuh ls 5 
eq[kkSVs lqnwj :l vkSj tkiku esa muds laxzgky;ksa esa lajf{kr djus ds fy, ys tk, x,A muds eq[kkSVs Hkkjrh; laxzgky;] 
dksydkrk( us'kuy E;wft;e] okÇ'kxVu vkSj vkÃth,ulh,] uÃ fnYyh }kjk muds lacafèkr laxzgky;ksa esa laj{k.k ds fy, [kjhns 
x, FksA o"kZ 2016 esa] rstiqj dsaæh; foÜofo|ky; us  vius laxzgky; esa çn'kZu vkSj laj{k.k ds fy, ujÇlg ¼cksjeq[kk½ dk ,d 
fo'kky eq[kkSVk [kjhnk FkkA o"kZ 2017 esa] fofHkUu çdkj ds eq[kkSVksa dk mi;ksx djds] mUgksaus xqokgkVh ds yksdfç; xksihukFk 
cksjnksyksÃ varjkZ"Vªh; gokÃ vìs ij ,d Lokxr }kj cuk;k] tks ml le; oSfÜod Lrj ij vkd"kZ.k dk dsaæ cu x;k FkkA o"kZ 
2018 esa] v‚LVªsfy;k us vius laxzgky;ksa esa çn'kZu vkSj laj{k.k ds fy, 2 eq[kkSVs [kjhnsA

4-  ,d fo'ks"kK ekLVj dykdkj vkSj çf'k{kd ds :i esa] Jh egUr us ns'k ds fofHkUu fgLlksa tSls fnYyh vkSj òankou esa Þjke 
fct‚;Þ Hkkoksuk ¼1975½( iwoksZÙkj Hkkjr lkaL—frd lekjksg ¼1976½( [kksy&ck M‚u vkSj pksjèkksjk Hkkoksuk] v‚y bafM;k jsfM;ks] fMczwx<+ 
¼1998½( Jhear 'kadjnso dyk{ks= ¼,l,lds,l½] iatkckjh] xqokgkVh] vle ¼1999½ esa viuh dyk dk çn'kZu fd;k vkSj fofHkUu 
dk;Z'kkyk,¡ vk;ksftr dÈA o"kZ 2004 esa] mUgsa varjkZ"Vªh; jkek;.k egksRlo] f=osaæe esa vkeaf=r fd;k x;k vkSj mUgksaus nks vadyk Hkkoksuk 
;kuh fdÇ"dèkk dkaM vkSj lqanj dkaM çnÆ'kr dÈA o"kZ 2010 esa] mUgksaus ';keargj.k Hkkoksuk dk çn'kZu fd;k vkSj fnYyh esa vk;ksftr 
jk"VªeaMy [ksy egksRlo esa eq[kkSVksa dk çn'kZu fd;k A o"kZ 2013 esa] mUgksaus vle ds ekuuh; eq[;ea=h ds vkea=.k ij xqokgkVh esa 
Lora=rk fnol lekjksg esa fofHkUu eq[kkSVksa dk çn'kZu fd;kA o"kZ 2003 esa] mUgksaus x.kra= fnol ijsM esa vle dk çfrfufèkRo djrs gq, 
eq[kkSVk cukus dh >kadh çLrqr dh rFkk lkaL—frd çn'kZu esa vle jkT; ds fy, nwljk iqjLdkj çkIr fd;kA

5-  Jh egUr dks vle ljdkj vkSj Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk vusd iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k tk pqdk gSA o"kZ 2003 esa] vle 
ljdkj us gLrf'kYi esa mR—"Vrk ds fy, jkT; iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;kA o"kZ 2008 esa] mUgsa Hkkjr ljdkj ds diM+k ea=ky; 
ls f'kYi xq# iqjLdkj feykA o"kZ 2015 esa] Hkkjr ljdkj us mudh mR—"Vrk vkSj vxz.kh dk;ks± ds fy, laxhr ukVd vdkneh 
iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;kA vle ljdkj us ekLd cukus esa mR—"Vrk ds fy, o"kZ 2019 esa fc".kqjHkk jkT; iqjLdkj ls lEekfur 
fd;kA vius yacs thoudky esa] 90 o"kZ dh vk;q esa mUgsa 100 ls vfèkd laxBuksa ls lEeku vkSj çksRlkgu feyk gSA 

Jh jsodkar egUr 

in~e Jh


